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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07 March 2007 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

It is acknowledge that this application is claiming the benefit of PCT/CA03/00239 
filed 2/21/03. 

Drawings 

The drawings received on 6/10/05 are acceptable for examination purposes. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-8 and 10-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Stern (US Patent No. 4,827,955) and further in view of Thompson et al. herein 
referred to as "Thompson" (US Patent No. 6,520,190). 

Stern teaches a device for cleaning paint distributing channels in spray guns. 
This spray gun cleaning apparatus has an opening formed (formed opening) in the top 
wall of washing bowl 1 1 (container), contained therein is a washing nozzle 67 (spray 
head) and a suction system 7 (means of generating airflow) having a connecting unit 8 
(air sweep nozzle). A spray gun 1 (spray gun) is to be cleaned by insertion into said 
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suction and washing mechanisms. Suction system 7 dries the spray gun 1 . Washing 
nozzle 67 washes the spray gun 1 . 

Stern does not go into detail regarding the working parts of the connecting unit 8; 
namely, Stern fails to recite if connecting unit 8 has a velocity ring, or any other valve at 
its tip for connection to the spray gun. However, Thompson teaches a known in the art 
spray gun cleaning apparatus which has a valve 330 (Fig. 9A) with a low pressure CD- 
ring retainer washer 346 for performing reverse flush cleaning. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have a similar low 
pressure O-ring valve formed at the tip of the connecting unit 8 of Stern, as taught by 
Thompson to be a known way of providing connection of spray guns to suction systems, 
and allows for effective suck back cleaning. It is beneficial to have a low pressure valve 
(velocity ring) attached to said connecting unit, such that attachment/removal of the 
spray gun by the user is easier and suction cleaning may still be performed effectively. 
This O-ring valve system reads on Applicant's claims for a velocity ring. 

In re claim 7, the connecting unit 8 and its components, including a so-called 
velocity ring are located below the opening formed in the top wall of the washing bowl 
1 1 , as per Applicant's claims. 

In re claim 10, Applicant claims the location of the velocity ring of the air sweep 
nozzle is located below the spray head. But in Stern-Thompson the connecting unit 8 
having the velocity ring therein (velocity ring) is illustrated in a position above the 
washing nozzle 67 (spray head). However, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to rearrange these parts such that the 
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velocity ring is located below the washing nozzle. Rearrangement of parts was held to 
have been obvious. In re Japikse 86 USPQ 10 (CCPA 1950). Rearrangement of these 
parts does not affect its known air sweeping and spraying operations. 

In re claim 14, Applicant claims the sweep nozzle is located above the opening 
formed in the top wall of the washing basin. However, in Stern-Thompson, the 
connecting unit (sweep nozzle) is illustratively located below the opening formed in the 
top wall of the washing basin. However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to rearrange these parts such that the sweep 
nozzle is located above the opening formed in the top wall. Rearrangement of parts 
was held to have been obvious. In re Japikse 86 USPQ 10 (CCPA 1950). 
Rearrangement of these parts does not affect its known air sweeping means. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stern and 
Thompson as applied to claims above, and further in view of Corsette et al. herein 
referred to as "Corsette" (US Patent No. 3,191,814). 

Stern and Thompson teach the claimed invention, except they do not go into 
detail regarding the working parts of washing nozzle 67; more specifically, a ball check 
valve in the washing nozzle is not taught. However, Corsette teaches a known spray 
device for dispensing liquid which employs a ball check valve 52, 54. According to 
Corsette, it is beneficial to use a check valve in order to have a highly efficient fluid tight 
seal and prevent leakage of the fluid. A check valve is efficient in allowing liquid to be 
dispersed only when it is no longer depressed. It would have been obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate a ball check valve at 
the tip of the washing nozzle 67 of Stern-Thompson for allowing controlled liquid flow 
out of said washing nozzle; check valves are commonly used and known in the art for 
allowing controlled liquid flow as taught by Corsette. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RITA R. PATEL whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8701 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 9-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on (571) 272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Michael Barr/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 1792 

/Rita R. Patel/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 1792 



